AGR 201	Name: ____________________________
Forty Chances – Week 2, Stories 2-8	Due: Sunday, May 30, 2021
Questions

Using the identified book sections, please answer the following study guide questions.  Upload your completed document in the “Assignments” tab.  This assignment is worth 40 points (1 point per question)

Story 2:
1. What percentage farm return did Howard return to his father annually?
Howard returned a farm return of either 22% or 26% depending on whether he exceeded a weight of 182.5 pounds

Story 3:
1. What system did Howard Graham Buffet credit as a pivotal 1st step the U.S government allowed in the 1700’s?
The land tenure system. 

2. Besides land ownership,what did U.S. invest in as infrastructure that helps U.S Agriculture today?
US agriculture also benefits from waterways and access to vast information resources and research data. 


3. US farms produce about one-fifth of world’s grain today for consumption.


4. What town does HGB call his home today?
Decatur. 

5. What does HGB say about the feeding the world through the current organic movement?
 HGB states that he does not believe that they can feed the world with organic farming because of the challenge of relying on methods that require considerable training, restricted use of fertilizer and seed and intense management. He also agrees with the sentiment that attention to soil quality is essential everywhere from the largest US commercial corn farms to the smallest farms around a poor farmer.  He further adds that improving food security for almost one billion people will require the use of the best practices at many different scales, tuned to local conditions to be successful. 




6. How many acres did Adanech have to feed for her family? How many family members did she have?
Adanech had 1.25 acres which had not produced enough to feed her family of eleven members.  


7. What are the 3 “tiers” of African farm descriptions by HGB? Define.
The first tire is the elites who are commercial farmers with enough land and production and able to hire laborers and can afford high-quality seeds, herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers. Some may have irrigation, can obtain credit, and have a way to market to sell their produce. They also have a unique designation in Africa whereby they eat three meals a day but they grow little of what they eat. 
The second tier is the stable farmers who are only slightly larger and they mostly eat what they grow although they sell some to supplement their income. They may have small storage system so they can store some crops to sell when prices are higher than during harvest. They eat at least twice a day, and some of their children may go to school. 
The third tier is the fragile group who represent 90% of African farmers. They may eat two or less meals per day and tend to bring more income from off-farm work but live on less than $2 per day. They have no large animals and have no equipment. They reuse seeds and have no access to inputs including fertilizers or pesticides. They eat almost everything they produce and have no storage. Most of their children don’t go to school and are less healthy and the primary farmer is usually a woman. 

Story 4:
1. What was HGB “taking” that caused the problem in Senegal?
HGB had focused on taking portrait shots of a beautiful little girl in a vibrant green and purple scarf that caused problem in Senegal. 

2. What is a marabout?
Marabout is a powerful religious leader mostly a Sufi Muslim teacher who run schools that teach the Quran. 

3. What did the marabout do when children refused to beg?
The marabout directed that the children be shackled or chained to each other or to trees so that they could not escape. 

Story 5:
1. When did HGB move to IL?
HGB moved to IL in 1992.

2. What city did HGB settle in?
Illinois 


3. What does he say about “slash & burn” agriculture?
Too often slash and burn agriculture produces a brief few years of production from these soils, and then the soil becomes depleted and therefore little will grow. He adds that without the trees and vegetation, the remaining soil is subjected to erosion at a much higher rate resulting to mudslides, contaminated water, and sedimentation. 

4. What does he say about American farmland?
American farmland has the ability to produce cereal grains without doing serious damage to the larger environment. He says that they have the climate, geography, and technology to increase yields dramatically in our farming regions in a sustainable way. In his opinion, American farmers have neglected preserving the health of their soil for too long but we know how to protect soil and increase yields. 


5. What does HGB blame for major expansion of rainforest Ag in 1980?
They had unintentionally created circumstances that took a heavy toll on rain forests. 


6. What are advantages to efficient, high yield U.S Ag production?
High yield US agriculture is essential to a comprehensive, sustainable approach to reducing global hunger. 



Story 6:
1. The first monetary amount given to HGB from the Buffet wealth in the late 1980’s was $	100, 000	and was to be donated each year.

2. In 1999 HGB first used his donations of the Buffet wealth to go to a 	_wildlife______________conservation?

3. HGB dubbed his first foundation as Sherwood Foundation as an allusion to Robin Hood and his merry men distributing the money they took from the rich?

4. HGB received 	$51.6 million	in 2005 to his foundation after his mother’s death?

5. HGB’s father, Warren, gifted $31 billion to the 	Bill & Melinda Gates	foundation?

6. What was Warren’s first pledge dollar amountto HGB’s foundation that later doubled in 2012? 

$ 1 billion.

7. What did Warren Buffet nickname the “luck of being born into money?”
The ovarian lottery. 


Story 7: 
1. What is Malawi known for in terms of protein levels per person?
The population of Malawi has one of the lowest levels of protein consumed per capita in sub-Saharan Africa. 

2. Where do 80% of Malawians reside?
80% of Malawians reside in rural areas. 

3. What is a status symbol of wealth in Malawi?
Getting a corrugated metal roof. 

4. What famous American visited and adopted children from Malawi in 2006?
Modanna. 

5. According to a reporter what did the people eat because they were so hungry?
The report argued that the people were so hungry that they were eating termites. 

6. What international organization operated the WFP? What does WFP stand for?
WFP stands for World Food Programme and was operated by the United Nations. 

7. When the author visited Malawi what skewered delicacy caught his attention? 
The warmth and hospitality of the people despite their extreme poverty and termites being a seasonal food all over Malawi. 

8. The author focuses repeatedly on soil care. What 2 positive effects are gained by leaving crop residue in place and not burning fields?
Improving the organic matter of soil and retaining moisture. 

9. What was the primary reason the fields were being burned in Malawi?
The tribe considers mouse hunting a legitimate way of using land and the whole community has an interest in keeping the population of mouse under control so that the vermin do not overturn the village and eat all the stored food for home consumption. 


Story 8:
1. The author lives in what county in IL?
Macon County

2. What multinational corporation is headquartered in Decatur and mentioned by the author?
Archer Daniels Midland. 

3. What “world’s largest” feature is in the author’s town? 
The ADM plant is world’s largest and most dominant feature in Decatur. 

4. What is the total processing capacity in bushels per day for ADM? If corn yields 200 bushels per acre, how many acres per day is needed to keep the plant operating? (please do the math)
The total processing capacity in bushels per day for ADM is 2.6 million bushels of corn per day. 
1 acre=200 bushels
?         =2600000
2600000/200= 13,000 acres. 

5. How many railcars, trucks, barges, and ocean vessels are owned by ADM? 
ADM owns 26,000 railcars, 1,500 trucks, 1,700 barges, and 8 ocean vessels. 

6. How many people in the author’s home county smell corn processing but are still hungry? 
Over approximately 18,500 people. 

7. What is the most elastic (flexible) monthly family expense in a typical budget? What are 4 examples of inelastic monthly items?
Non-essential expenses- cable television. 
Inelastic monthly items:  salt, tap water, prescription drugs and cigarettes. 
